OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH A;V' NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR
Division of the National Health Laboratory Service COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

Division of the National Health Laboratory Service

NATIONAL HEALTH qg NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR

LABORATORY SERVICE

Introduction

COVID-19: What are the responsibilities of the employer?

Graham Chin
Occupational Medicine Practitioner
NIOH

Email: info@nioh.ac.za

Website: http://www.nhls.ac.za; http://www.nioh.ac.za; http://www.nicd.ac.za
15 April 2021



mailto:info@nioh.ac.za
http://www.nhls.ac.za/
http://www.nioh.ac.za/
http://www.nicd.ac.za/

COVID-19 Timeline in South Africa
March 2020

1 March 2020 - South African tour group returns from lItaly;

5 March 2020 - First confirmed COVID-19 case in SA announced. A
38 year old man tested positive in KZN;

7 March 2020 - Second confirmed case in SA (39 Year old Female
from Gauteng);

11 March 2020 - 6 new cases reported in SA (1 case from the same
travel group from Italy but 5 other cases without a travel history to
other European countries);

*  WHO confirms global COVID-19 pandemic;

14 March 2020 - Western Cape reports teenager tested positive (first
case < 18 years in SA; All cases were > 30 years);

15 March 2020 - President declares a national state of disaster (travel
restrictions imposed and closure of schools);

17 March 2020 - First confirmed local transmission cases were
announced by government;

23 March 2020 — President announces Lockdown — level 5 starting 27
March 2020 for 21 days — until 16 April 2020;

* Only essential services and businesses to continue

* No alcohol or cigarette sales permitted

» Citizens may not travel or attend any form of gatherings
27 March 2020 — First COVID-19 death reported in SA;
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COVID-19 Timeline in South Africa

2020 MAY, 20 AUGUST
1 May 2020 - Gradual easing of lock down restrictions to alert level 4; (= &=« & ,..*1 F[Er=TeTwmTw T~ T W
1 June 2020 - National restrictions were lowered to alert level 3; % —
» Total number of confirmed cases 151 209 and 2657 deaths; I TP v
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17 August 2020 - Restrictions lowered to alert level 2;
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21 September 2020 - Restrictions lowered to alert level 1; — -r et e e e e e e e
» Total confirmed cases 672 572 and 16 667 deaths; W i
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COVID-19 Timeline in South Africa

9 December 2020 - Minister of Health announces that SA has entered
the second wave;

18 December 2020 - Minister of Health announces the discovery of a
new variant of coronavirus (501Y.V2),

27 December 2020 - Number of confirmed cases in SA reaches 1
million;

29 December 2020 - Lockdown was tightened from adjusted level 1 to
an adjusted level 3;

December 2020
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COVID-19 Timeline in South Africa

3 January 2021 - Minister of Health reveals SA COVID-19 vaccine
strategy (aiming for 67% of the country’s population to be
vaccinated to achieve herd immunity);

1 February 2021 — First batch of Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines
(AZD1222) arrive in SA;

6 February 2021 - Reports emerge that provisional trial data of the
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine show reduced efficacy to the 501Y.V2
strain;

7 February 2021 — Minister of Health suspends the rollout of
approximately 1 million doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccines in

17 February 2021- National COVID-19 vaccination strategy was
started through the Sisonke Program using the Johnson and
Johnson (JnJ) vaccine (Ad26.COV2S);

1 March 2021 - Easing of restrictions from adjusted level 3 to
adjusted level 1,

* Confirmed cases 1 548 157 / deaths 52 846;

13 April 2021 - SA National COVID Vaccination (Sisonke program)
has been temporarily suspended as a precautionary measure to
allow for further investigation, following concerns raised in the US of
a rare side effect (reported in 6 cases from the approximately 6.8
million persons vaccinated with the JnJ vaccine);

13 April 2021 — Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional
Affairs has extended the national state of disaster to the 15 May
2021.
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COVID-19 STATISTICS IN SOUTH AFRICA
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From NICD Website: https://www.nicd.ac.za/diseases-a-z-index/covid-19/surveillance-reports/national-covid-19-daily-report/
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COVID-19: Occupational Health Surveillance System (OHSS)

Business Registration Portal

Department: afl. .
Health ! : A i §7 QY
REPUBL'C OF SOUTH AFR'CA, ! 4 . ; “ e ( s SUIT support queries: ohssupport@nioh.ac.za

o aGeneral queries: OHSworkplace@nioh.ac.za
CALL US ON: 0723215503 | 0713981169
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